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• An overview of the upcoming congressional schedule, including key dates in April 2024

• A run-through of notable congressional developments, including a Motion to Vacate being filed against 
Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA), recent House Republican retirements that are leading to a shrinking 
House Republican majority, and the status of House seat vacancies and upcoming related special elections

• An update on developments, outlook, and priorities for key policy and legislative areas

• An outlook on the current Congress and the state of play for the 2024 congressional and 
presidential elections

• A look at current trends and factors that could impact the 2024 political and legislative landscape

This Month’s Capital Snapshot Deck Includes
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• There are 10 legislative days scheduled in the House for 
April 2024.

• The House will be in recess during the week of April 22 
in observance of Passover.

• The House was also on recess the week of April 1, the 
second week of the two-week Easter recess.

• Currently, there are 81 legislative days scheduled in the 
House for the remainder of 2024.

April 2024 House Calendar
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• There are 12 legislative days scheduled in the Senate for 
April 2024.

• The Senate will be in recess during the week of April 22 
in observance of Passover.

• The Senate was also on recess the week of April 1, the 
second week of the two-week Easter recess.

• Currently, there are 93 legislative days scheduled in the 
Senate for the remainder of 2024.

April 2024 Senate Calendar
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Motion to Vacate Filed Against Speaker Johnson

• On March 22, 2024, as the House was considering the 
minibus package on the Floor, Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene 
(R-GA) filed a Motion to Vacate the Chair, which, if agreed to, 
would remove Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) from the 
speakership. 

• Rep. Greene justified filing the Motion to Vacate by arguing 
“the current Speaker has shown he cannot stand up to 
the Democrats.” 

• Rep. Greene and other members of the hardline conservative 
House Freedom Caucus were upset over passage of the 
second minibus spending package, the Further Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2024 (P.L. No: 118-47), that same day. 
This US$1.2 trillion appropriations package included six 
appropriations bills.

• Rep. Greene did not ask for “privilege” for her motion, 
meaning the House is not required to bring it up for a vote at 
this time. 

• However, she has threatened to ask for privilege and force a 
vote in the future, and remarked in an interview that her 
motion was “a warning and a pink slip” for the Speaker.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor 
Greene (R-GA)

Speaker Mike 
Johnson (R-LA)

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-resolution/1103
https://x.com/RepMTG/status/1771226789152518375?s=20
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/2882/text


9

Two More House Republicans Retire, Shrinking the House GOP Majority

• On March 22, 2024, shortly after the House voted on the 
minibus package, Rep. Mike Gallagher (R-WI), who is the 
Chairman of the Select Committee on the Strategic 
Competition Between the United States and the Chinese 
Communist Party, announced he will resign from his 
congressional seat effective April 19, 2024. 
o Rep. Gallagher had originally announced on February 10, 

2024 that he would retire at the end of his term at the end 
of 2024. 

o Rep. Gallagher’s original retirement announcement came 
just a few days after he was one of only three Republicans 
to vote against the impeachment of Homeland Security 
Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas. 

• Additionally, Rep. Ken Buck’s (R-CO) previously-
announced resignation became effective on 
March 22, 2024. 

• Including Rep. Buck’s departure, once Rep. Gallagher 
leaves Congress on April 19, 2024, there will be 217 
Republicans and 213 Democrats, which is just a one-vote 
majority for House Republicans. 

Rep. Mike Gallagher 
(R-WI)

Former Rep. Ken 
Buck (R-CO)

https://x.com/RepGallagher/status/1771234822632980840?s=20
https://gallagher.house.gov/media/press-releases/statement-congressman-mike-gallagher
https://gallagher.house.gov/media/press-releases/statement-congressman-mike-gallagher
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/202437?Title=mayorkas
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-118hres863rh/pdf/BILLS-118hres863rh.pdf
https://x.com/RepKenBuck/status/1767610261781827904?s=20
https://x.com/RepKenBuck/status/1771279073433506277?s=20
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Status of House Vacancies and Relevant Upcoming Special Elections

• The House currently has four vacancies and will soon have five. When Rep. Mike Gallagher resigns on April 19, 2024, there will be 
217 Republicans and 213 Democrats. 

‒ Rep. Brian Higgins (D-NY-26) resigned on February 2, 2024 to become the President and CEO of the Shea’s Performing Arts Center in 
Buffalo, New York.

o The special election for this seat will take place on April 30, 2024. The Democratic candidate will be state Senator Tim Kennedy, and the 
Republican candidate will be West Seneca Town Supervisor Gary Dickson.

o This seat is “Likely-Safe D,” so after this special election, the House will likely stand at 217 Rs and 214 Ds, a one-vote GOP majority.
‒ Former Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-CA-20) resigned from his congressional seat effective December 31, 2023. 

o The primary for the special election occurred on March 19, 2024, and the special election will take place on May 21, 2024. The top two 
finishers in the primary were State Assemblyman Vince Fong (R-CA), who was the former District Director for now-former Rep. Kevin 
McCarthy (R-CA), and Tulare County Sheriff Mike Boudreaux (R-CA).

o Since a Republican is now guaranteed to win this seat, after this special election, the House will then stand at 218 Rs and 214 Ds, still a one-
vote GOP majority.

‒ Rep. Bill Johnson (R-OH-6) resigned effective January 21, 2024 to become the new President of Youngstown State University.
o The primary for the special election occurred on March 19, 2024, and the special election will take place on June 11, 2024. The Republican 

candidate will be State Senator Michael Rulli (R-OH) and the Democratic candidate will be Michael Kripchak (D-OH).
o This seat is “Safe R,” so after this special election, the House will then very likely stand at 219 Rs and 214 Ds, a two-vote GOP majority.

‒ Rep. Ken Buck (R-CO-4) resigned effective March 22, 2024.
o There was no primary for this seat; instead, each party’s nominee was selected by a committee of party leaders and elected officials in the 4th 

congressional district. The GOP nominee is Greg Lopez, the former mayor of Parker, Colo., and the Dem nominee is Trisha Calvarese.
o This seat is “Safe R,” so after this special election (to be held on June 25, 2024), the House will then very likely stand at 220 Rs and 214 Ds, a 

two-vote GOP majority.
‒ After Rep. Gallagher (R-WI-8) resigns on April 19, 2024, there will not be a special election for his seat. His resignation will occur at a 

point in which Wisconsin law stipulates that the seat be filled in the November general election.
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FY24 Appropriations 
• On March 8, 2024, Congress passed the first minibus package, 

which included half of Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 appropriations bills: 
‒ Agriculture-Rural Development-FDA
‒ Commerce-Justice-Science
‒ Energy and Water
‒ Interior-Environment
‒ Military Construction-Veterans Affairs
‒ Transportation-Housing-Urban Development

• On March 22, 1014, Congress passed the second minibus package, 
containing the remaining six FY24 appropriations bills: 

‒ Defense
‒ Financial Services and General Government 
‒ Homeland Security
‒ Labor, Health and Human Services, Education 
‒ Legislative Branch
‒ State, Foreign Operations

• The second spending package, which totaled US$1.2 trillion, 
concludes negotiations for the FY24 government funding 
cycle, nearly six months after the start of the fiscal year on 
October 1, 2023. 

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY), Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate 

Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY), and 
Speaker of the House Mike Johnson (R-LA)

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/senate-approves-bipartisan-funding-package-in-overwhelming-75-22-vote
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/murray-top-appropriators-release-second-funding-package
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FY24 Appropriations

• Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) relied heavily on 
Democratic votes to pass the second FY24 minibus 
package, which passed the chamber 286-134 on 
March 22, 2024. 

• Only 101 Republican House members voted in favor of 
the bill, less than half of the then-219-member 
Republican conference. 

• To avoid a government shutdown, Speaker Johnson held 
a vote on the bill less than 36 hours after the bill text was 
published, breaking House Republican leadership’s rule 
to provide lawmakers at least 72 hours to review 
legislation before voting. 

• After the House approved the package, Rep. Marjorie 
Taylor Greene (R-GA) filed her motion to remove 
Johnson as Speaker. Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA)
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FY25 Appropriations Cycle Begins
• After the House passed the second FY24 minibus on 

March 22, 2024, House Appropriations Chairwoman Kay 
Granger (R-TX) announced she would step down early from 
her leadership position. She will remain on the committee as 
Chair Emeritus. She previously announced last November 
she will not seek reelection. 

• The race for a new Republican leader of the committee 
has begun, with Rep. Tom Cole (R-OK), a senior committee 
member, seen as the frontrunner to succeed 
Chairwoman Granger. 

• Nine cardinals, or subcommittee leaders on the 
Appropriations Committee, signed a letter in support of Rep. 
Cole’s bid for the gavel. 

• The vote on new Chair is expected to occur once Congress 
returns to Washington on April 8, 2024. 

• With the Chair vacancy, members are awaiting committee 
guidance on appropriations submission deadlines for the 
FY25 cycle, which is already off to a delayed start.  

Current House Appropriations Chair Kay Granger (R-TX)

https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/granger-requests-gop-steering-committee-and-conference-select-new-appropriations
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FY25 Appropriations Cycle Begins
• On March 11, 2024, the FY25 appropriations process 

began in earnest when President Joe Biden released 
his FY25 Presidential Budget Request (PBR). 

• While the PBR has no legal bearing, it lays out the 
administration’s federal agency budgetary priorities 
for FY25 and is used to support legislative requests 
and campaign messaging.

• In March, House and Senate committees began holding 
budget request hearings with agency heads on their 
respective budget justifications. 

• OMB Director Shalanda Young, Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen, Health and Human Services Secretary 
Xavier Becerra, and Energy Secretary Jennifer 
Granholm were among those who testified before the 
House Appropriations Committee on their agencies’ 
FY25 funding priorities. 

President Joe Biden and Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
Director Shalanda Young 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/budget_fy2025.pdf


15

Background: The NDAA is the annual defense legislation setting the 
budget and priorities of the Department of Defense (DOD). The bill 
has passed every year for over six decades and is considered the last 
“must-pass” bill by many in Congress, leading to a bipartisan, 
bicameral process to ensure passage. 

FY25 NDAA Update: President Biden’s FY25 Budget Proposal (PB) 
was released on March 11, 2024, providing Congress with DOD’s 
wish list for the upcoming fiscal year. Meanwhile, the House Armed 
Services Committee (HASC) has already begun work on drafting its 
version of the FY25 NDAA, setting a member priority deadline for 
March 1, 2024. 

The Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) has set a later 
deadline for April 8, 2024 for member requests. Both committees 
will hold the annual DOD budget hearings this month. HASC and 
SASC committee markups will begin once the committees have been 
able to draft the Chairmans’ marks, likely in May. 

National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)
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Tax Update

16

• Bipartisan, House-passed legislation to extend expiring provisions 
of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act remains stalled in the Senate as a 
deal before 2025 becomes increasingly unlikely.

‒ Senate Finance Committee Ranking Member Mike Crapo (R-ID) 
has indicated that negotiations are “at a standstill.” He, together 
with certain Senate Republicans, retain concerns about the Child 
Tax Credit. Chairman Wyden has offered concessions on this 
point, but these have not altered Sen. Crapo’s position.

‒ Majority Leader Schumer continues to indicate the Senate could 
take up the bill notwithstanding Sen. Crapo’s opposition around 
April 15, 2024. Interviews conducted by the Washington Post 
suggest a number of Republican Senators back the legislation, 
sufficient to enact the measure, but are not ready to buck Sen. 
Crapo’s opposition. 

• The Ways and Means Committee will hold its initial hearing into the 
tax policy questions about the expiration of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
individual, estate, and gift tax provisions on April 11, 2024. 

Senate Finance Committee Chair Ron Wyden (D-OR)

Senate Finance Committee Ranking Member 
Mike Crapo (R-ID)

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2024/04/06/child-tax-credit-bill-senate/
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/event/hearing-on-expanding-on-the-success-of-the-2017-tax-relief-to-help-hardworking-americans/
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Financial Services Update
Crypto Developments
• Chair McHenry continues to seek a bipartisan pathway to bring a bill to 

provide regulatory certainty to the digital asset industry to the Floor. He was 
recently quoted saying “we have a couple opportunities ahead before the 
election to see real policy” and move the crypto market structure reform bill.

• He was more confident a separate bill regulating stablecoins, which also 
passed committee by a bipartisan vote, could soon become law given that 
President Biden and Democrats have also said new laws are needed.

House Financial Services Chair 
Patrick McHenry (R-NC)

Senate Banking 
Chair Sherrod 
Brown (D-OH)

Senate Banking 
Ranking Member 
Tim Scott (R-SC)

Senate Banking Committee Focusing on Housing
• Following last month’s hearing to examine proposals to address housing 

affordability and availability, Chair Brown introduced the Housing Supply 
Fund Act (S. 3928) and Affordable Housing Preservation and Protection 
Act (S. 3931) to expand and preserve the supply of affordable housing.

• On March 21, 2024, Ranking Member Scott sent a letter to HUD asserting 
the administration’s policies contributed to a lack of affordable housing.

• Reportedly, the committee staff is negotiating a compromise package that 
could be marked up later this year.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4763?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22digital+asset%22%7D&s=4&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4766?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22digital+asset%22%7D&s=4&r=9
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/examining-proposals-to-address-housing-affordability-availability-and-other-community-needs
https://www.banking.senate.gov/download/housing-supply-fund-act-of-2024
https://www.banking.senate.gov/download/affordable-housing-preservation-and-protection-act-text
https://www.banking.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/lettertohud_homelessness32024.pdf


18

Artificial Intelligence Update

18

• The bipartisan House AI task force held initial meetings this 
month, which focused on identifying a slate of actionable 
legislative priorities to inform the committee’s agenda for the 
remainder of the year. 

‒ Unlike the Senate’s AI working group, the House task force will 
focus on legislation rather than member education, which the 
House AI Caucus will lead. 

• Several agencies made progress implementing the Biden 
administration’s AI executive order this month, including:
‒ The Department of Treasury issued a report detailing 

AI-related financial risks, including a lack of 
common terminology.

‒ NTIA released an AI Accountability Policy Report providing 
eight recommendations for the development of trustworthy AI.

‒ OMB published the administration’s final guidance governing 
the use of AI in the executive branch.  

Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA), 
House AI Task Force Co-Chair

Rep. Jay Obernolte (R-CA), 
House AI Task Force Chair

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Managing-Artificial-Intelligence-Specific-Cybersecurity-Risks-In-The-Financial-Services-Sector.pdf
https://www.ntia.gov/issues/artificial-intelligence/ai-accountability-policy-report
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/03/28/fact-sheet-vice-president-harris-announces-omb-policy-to-advance-governance-innovation-and-risk-management-in-federal-agencies-use-of-artificial-intelligence/
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• As part of a series of votes during the House Republican-branded “Energy 
Week,” the chamber passed the following bills, largely along party lines: 

‒ Restoring American Energy Dominance Act (H.R. 6009), which would 
block Biden administration efforts to raise royalty rates of fossil fuels 
produced on public lands

‒ Protecting American Energy Production Act (H.R. 1121), which would 
prohibit the President from placing a moratorium on fracking unless 
authorized by Congress

‒ Creating Confidence in Clean Water Permitting Act (H.R. 7023), which 
would streamline and ease permitting requirements for projects in waters 
of the United States

• The White House issued statements of administration policy in strong 
opposition to each of the bills.

• The House also approved non-binding resolutions condemning the Biden 
administration’s energy policies (H. Res. 987) and finding a carbon tax to be 
detrimental to the U.S. economy (H. Con. Res. 86). 

Energy and Environment Updates – Energy Week

Rep. August Pfluger (R-TX) and 
Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/6009
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/1121
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7023
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-concurrent-resolution/86
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Energy and Environment Updates – DOE Budget Request

Rep. Chuck Fleischmann (R-TN)

• The President’s Budget Request advocated for US$51.4 billion in 
funding DOE in FY25, a slight increase over the US$50.2 billion 
appropriated to the agency in FY24. 

• On March 20, 2024, the House Appropriations Energy and Water 
Development Subcommittee held a hearing to assess the FY25 
request for the Department of Energy (DOE), with DOE Secretary 
Jennifer Granholm appearing as the sole witness.

• During the hearing, Subcommittee Chair Chuck Fleischmann (R-TN) 
and Ranking Member Marcy Kaptur (D-OH) advocated for continued 
support of DOE nuclear programs and the Office of Science to ensure 
the United States maintains a technological edge in emerging fusion 
energy technologies. 

• Republicans criticized a “disproportionate” focus on energy efficiency 
and renewable energy and holding back tens of billions of dollars in 
unobligated funds from the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) and 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), while Democrats 
defended the clean energy investment made under the two laws. 

Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm

https://appropriations.house.gov/legislation/hearings/fiscal-year-2025-budget-request-department-energy
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• On March 21, 2024, the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee held a hearing to consider the nomination of three 
individuals to serve as commissioners on the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC): Judy Chang, David Rosner, and 
Lindsay See. 

• The trio will fill the two vacant seats on the five-seat commission 
and replace FERC Commissioner Allison Clements, who recently 
announced her intent to depart the commission when her term 
expires in June. 

• During the hearing, the nominees reiterated their commitment to 
ensure grid reliability remains the primary goal of FERC.

• While all three nominees enjoyed varying levels of bipartisan 
support from members of the committee, each nominee still faced 
questioning over aspects of their record – Ranking Member John 
Barrasso (R-WY) criticized Democratic nominee Chang for 
previously blocking natural gas pipelines and Democrats pressed 
See on her past work advocating for coal-reliant states. 

Energy and Environment Updates – FERC Commissioners

FERC Nominees Judy Chang, David Rosner, and 
Lindsay See

https://www.energy.senate.gov/hearings/2024/3/full-committee-hearing-to-consider-ferc-nominations
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• House Education and the Workforce Committee 
Chairwoman Virginia Foxx (R-NC) continued efforts 
in March to reauthorize the Higher Education Act in 
a piecemeal fashion by marking up two bills, which 
passed on party-line votes: 

‒ The Respecting the First Amendment on Campus Act 
(H.R. 7683) combines several bills related to free speech and 
freedom of association on college campuses to strengthen college 
transparency requirements related to students’ First 
Amendment rights.

‒ The Accreditation for College Excellence Act of 2023 (H.R. 3724) 
would prohibit accreditors from requiring colleges to meet additional 
standards not already found in law, such as diversity, equity, 
and inclusion (DEI) requirements. 

• The timeline for floor consideration is unclear given the busy legislative 
calendar and the partisan nature of these bills. The Senate has not 
introduced or considered similar bills and has not indicated plans to 
address these issues. 

• The full House is expected to consider in April A Stronger Workforce for 
America Act (H.R. 6655), bipartisan legislation to reauthorize the country’s 
workforce development system.

Education: House 
Education Committee 
Activity

House Education and the Workforce Committee Chairwoman 
Virginia Foxx (R-NC)

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedworkforce.house.gov%2Fuploadedfiles%2Fh.r._7683_-_respecting_the_first_amendment_on_campus_act_bill_text.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CElan.Jones%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce83e80990d7742ca62d908dc4a7b1128%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638467139627472028%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=66tf56O2xd%2Bt%2Bb3kfhzkntXim%2BR%2BCg%2FZv34M%2B%2FsMpMA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedworkforce.house.gov%2Fuploadedfiles%2Fh.r._3724_-_accreditation_for_college_excellence_act_of_2023_bill_text.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CElan.Jones%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce83e80990d7742ca62d908dc4a7b1128%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638467139627463060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y0Tvn7uBb1Al7vUkEKJNBPJBUSPkRPdkAzsxe%2B9p9Ho%3D&reserved=0
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/6655/text
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• Congress continues to utilize its oversight authorities to advance education 
policy priorities, including oversight into the following topics. 
– FAFSA Rollout
o Congress continues to criticize DOE’s efforts to update the FAFSA, including a bipartisan 

hearing scheduled for April 10, 2024.
o The DOE’s recent efforts to address concerns include a technical fix and guidance for 

applicants without SSNs, as well as a delay in reporting requirements for Financial Value 
Transparency and Gainful Employment regulations. 

– Antisemitism and DEI
o The House education committee also will hold a hearing on April 17, 2024 with Columbia 

University leaders regarding the university’s response to antisemitism on campus. 
o In March, Chairwoman Foxx sent letters to the University of California, Berkeley and Rutgers to 

investigate the universities’ response to allegations of antisemitism on their campuses. 
o A March 7, 2024 hearing on the impact of DEI on college campuses led to a partisan 

discussion about the value of DEI offices and how to address discrimination on campus. 

– Student Loan Servicing
o Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) called for student loan servicer MOHELA to testify April 10, 

2024 at a hearing on MOHELA borrowers’ experience with return to repayment and the 
Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) program.

o The Office of Federal Student Aid (FSA) recently announced it would transition management 
of the PSLF program from MOHELA directly to FSA in May, along with the Teacher 
Education Assistance for College and Higher Education (TEACH) Grant program.

– FY25 Budget Request
o Education Secretary Miguel Cardona will testify April 10, 2024 before the House Appropriations 

Labor-HHS-Education Subcommittee on DOE’s FY25 budget request.

Education: Congressional Oversight

https://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=410357
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-03-12/update-technical-fix-2024-25-fafsa-form-individuals-without-social-security-number-ssn
https://www.ed.gov/FAFSAContributorUpdates
https://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=410264
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DYaXOUsnZYBQ&data=05%7C02%7CElan.Jones%40arnoldporter.com%7Ccc7c6852b0ea4d0a15b308dc3f8364d4%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638455080784230072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mpjQV%2F4DxgpD2k3GioDLnK5UFeO2KQgZKOI%2BGJW39FE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/mohelas-performance-as-a-student-loan-servicer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O55aFSknvz8
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• The DOE is in the final stages of releasing two regulations 
for which higher education stakeholders have been 
anxiously awaiting. 
– Before a major rule can be released, the Office of Information and 

Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) at the Office of Management and Budget 
must review the rule. OIRA has up to 90 days to review the rule. 

– Currently, OIRA is reviewing the final Title IX rule to address sex-
related discrimination on college campuses. The rule has been at 
OIRA since February 2, 2024 and is expected to be released in April 
or May. 

– The DOE also sent the Student Loan Debt Relief proposed rule to 
OIRA on March 26, 2024, which stemmed from the DOE’s 
negotiated rulemaking sessions on the topic last fall and in 
February 2024. 

– The DOE also will send to OIRA soon the Program Integrity and 
Institutional Quality proposed rules stemming from its negotiated 
rulemaking sessions in January-March. 

Education: Department of Education Regulatory Updates

Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona
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• On March 11, 2024, President Joe Biden released his FY25 Budget Request. The 
proposal includes US$130.7 billion in discretionary spending for the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), a 12% increase from FY24.
– Notably, the proposed budget includes provisions that would expand the Inflation 

Reduction Act’s drug pricing policies and extend Medicare solvency through changes to 
the tax code.

• Following the release of President Biden’s FY25 Budget Request, HHS published 
a FY25 Budget in Brief. 
– On March 14, 2024, the Senate Finance Committee held a hearing and hosted HHS 

Secretary Xavier Becerra to discuss the President’s FY25 budget request. 

– On March 20, the House Ways & Means Committee and House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education (L-HHS) both held 
additional hearings with HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra and discussed a range of issues 
related to the budget request, including substance use disorders (SUDs), unaccompanied 
minors at the southern border, and ways to decrease health care costs across the system. 

• On March 22, 2024, President Biden signed an FY24 bipartisan minibus package 
(H.R. 2882) into law.
– The package provides HHS over US$116 billion in federal funding through September 31, 

2024, but there were few additional health policy riders, leaving many key health 
reauthorizations up in the air for the remainder of this Congress. 

– The enactment of the minibus brings the FY24 process to a close, allowing the FY25 
process to begin in full swing.

Health Care Funding — Health Updates

HHS Secretary Becerra testifying before Congress

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fomb%2Fbudget%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368350317%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UXYjIcD%2BTi1oGGDOz4fMNrSOSh7MnlqiUs4oCKNNRJI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F03%2Fbudget_fy2025.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368449664%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wGxgPCgp%2BvyorYcrQs%2BLDjw7yLcDMZCcL4089QX6obk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Ffy-2025-budget-in-brief.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368454412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9PduMHu3SfxN68yfjf4oOftdK%2B95aACaIo3Mn%2B5DPt0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.finance.senate.gov%2Fhearings%2Fthe-presidents-fiscal-year-2025-health-and-human-services-budget&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368405991%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sBpPYf7ViT%2BavjPLYHNFzcwRo%2BI5A%2B6nGzDLOGb6Z0Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwaysandmeans.house.gov%2Fevent%2Fhearing-with-health-and-human-services-secretary-becerra%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368434547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wdk4R3vQMqFIHwJLwCdHr%2BUdskBznDz76eNEagSwASQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fappropriations.house.gov%2Flegislation%2Fhearings%2Ffiscal-year-2025-budget-request-department-health-and-human-services&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368439549%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Mr%2Fez1iKjxfuHgcOKv7nhy%2FCf2JAPqWDdLhFEfKXnDQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fappropriations.house.gov%2Flegislation%2Fhearings%2Ffiscal-year-2025-budget-request-department-health-and-human-services&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368439549%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Mr%2Fez1iKjxfuHgcOKv7nhy%2FCf2JAPqWDdLhFEfKXnDQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/legislation/2024/03/23/press-release-bill-signed-h-r-2882/
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• On March 5, 2024, President Biden announced a new Strike Force to 
crack down on unfair and illegal pricing across the U.S. economy 
through a partnership between the Department of Justice (DOJ) and 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC). 
– Amongst other prerogatives, the Strike Force will examine pricing and 

competition practices within the prescription drug market and health care 
industry more broadly. 

• On March 7, 2024, President Biden delivered the 2024 State of the 
Union Address.
– President Biden called for expanding the total number of prescription drugs 

subject to the Inflation Reduction Act’s Medicare Drug Price Negotiation 
program and Medicare’s cap on out-of-pocket spending on prescription drugs 
to the commercial market.

• On March 28, 2024, the Biden administration announced a new rule 
regulating Short-Term, Limited Duration Insurance (STLDI) plans. 
– The rule includes hard limits on the duration of STLDI plans, which are health 

insurance plans designed to fill temporary gaps in coverage, along with new 
transparency requirements.

The Biden Administration — Health Updates

President Biden delivering the 2024 State 
of the Union (SOTU) Address

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fbriefing-room%2Fstatements-releases%2F2024%2F03%2F05%2Ffact-sheet-president-biden-announces-new-actions-to-lower-costs-for-americans-by-fighting-corporate-rip-offs%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368444665%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w2imOI09rXB9cacFYYJF7h%2BJpMhH%2BXlOEQvmPtmd4kM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.whitehouse.gov/state-of-the-union-2024/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/state-of-the-union-2024/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fbriefing-room%2Fstatements-releases%2F2024%2F03%2F28%2Ffact-sheet-president-biden-announces-new-landmark-rule-to-protect-americans-from-junk-health-insurance%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368459309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EOFsZem1JjNkItzCdRSS8CP0JK2YRtcxudWvZhWn%2FUY%3D&reserved=0
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• On March 6, 2024, the Senate Budget Committee held a hearing titled, “How Primary Care Improves Health 
Care Efficiency,” where members discussed opportunities to lower health care costs and improve access to 
primary care.
– The hearing focused largely on the impacts of provider consolidation and new mechanisms to reduce Medicare 

spending, including through the promotion of consumer choice and greater price transparency requirements.

• On March 13, 2024, Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Ranking Member Bill Cassidy 
(R-LA) released a request for information (RFI) to stakeholders on ways to improve the regulation of clinical 
tests in the U.S.
– The RFI asks questions on the existing framework for Food & Drug Administration (FDA) regulatory oversight of 

clinical tests and includes a separate set of questions on lab-developed tests (LDTs). Responses were due April 3, 2024.

• On March 14, 2024, Senate Finance Chair Ron Wyden (D-OR) and Ranking Member Mike Crapo (R-ID) 
wrote a letter to members of the committee “reaffirm[ing] their commitment to enacting meaningful 
pharmacy benefit manager (PBM) reforms this Congress.” 
– The letter highlights recent work the Finance Committee has done on the Modernizing and Ensuring PBM 

Accountability Act (MEPA) and the Better Mental Health Care, Lower-Cost Drugs, and Extenders Act, and provides 
background data on why PBM reforms are urgent for a range of stakeholders. 

– Senate and House leadership continue to negotiate a broad health care policy package, but its pathway forward this year 
is unclear following the passage of the FY24 funding package.

Senate Health Care Updates

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.budget.senate.gov%2Fhearings%2Fhow-primary-care-improves-health-care-efficiency&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368398260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hgFqK8CpId0MRSZo9G1SYWPE%2FiCD3TRRpZvFvWs6F2M%3D&reserved=0
https://www.help.senate.gov/ranking/newsroom/press/ranking-member-cassidy-seeks-information-from-stakeholders-on-regulation-of-clinical-tests
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/wyden-crapo-call-for-swift-passage-of-bipartisan-pbm-reforms
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• On March 12, 2024, the House Energy & Commerce Health Subcommittee held a markup to consider 19 bills 
related to health reauthorizations and provider reforms. 
– All 19 bills were advanced and reported favorably by the committee.

– On March 20, 2024, the House Energy and Commerce full committee held a markup of 28 bills including the Charlotte 
Woodward Organ Transplant Discrimination Prevention Act (H.R. 2706) and the SCREENS for Cancer Act of 2024 (H.R. 
3916). The committee advanced all 28 bills to the full House.

• On March 19, 2024, the House passed the Dr. Michael C. Burgess Preventive Health Savings Act (H.R. 766) by 
a voice vote under suspension of the rules. 
– The legislation would require the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), upon receiving a request from Congress, to 

determine if preventive health legislation would reduce government spending over the course of up to 30 years.  

– The bill previously passed the House Budget Committee unanimously and will now go to the Senate for consideration.

• On March 21, 2024, the House Energy & Commerce Health Subcommittee held a hearing on “Evaluating 
Approaches to Diagnostic Test Regulation and the Impact of the FDA’s Proposed Rule.”
– The purpose of the hearing was to assess the regulation of LDTs and in vitro diagnostic products (IVDs), including the 

U.S. FDA’s sweeping proposed rule from October 2023 pertaining to a new regulatory framework for LDTs.

House Health Care Updates

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenergycommerce.house.gov%2Fevents%2Fhealth-subcommittee-markup-of-19-bills&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368424639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k%2BshDa2FJdV1qawcPX%2FlyGe3RHVNAORX%2Bat4wxK8Jpo%3D&reserved=0
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net/H_R_2706_Charlotte_Woodward_Organ_Transplant_Discrimination_Prevention_Act_ab1e28fbeb.pdf__;!!Bg5easoyC-OII2vlEqY8mTBrtW-N4OJKAQ!LhCAv4U5oOOxx4DEjajfINyP_pFEUYSHgp9UCz9tGvnx4MShV6ynwz6GnhTdCqSaPDjwuTBwACrKgkyEq0pL49Cp6np7Rlkw-7ytOAxnJ6If9ml7w8iX1A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net/H_R_3916_SCREENS_for_Cancer_Act_of_2024_beb8c5b2ec.pdf__;!!Bg5easoyC-OII2vlEqY8mTBrtW-N4OJKAQ!LhCAv4U5oOOxx4DEjajfINyP_pFEUYSHgp9UCz9tGvnx4MShV6ynwz6GnhTdCqSaPDjwuTBwACrKgkyEq0pL49Cp6np7Rlkw-7ytOAxnJ6If9mlcYY7kiw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net/H_R_3916_SCREENS_for_Cancer_Act_of_2024_beb8c5b2ec.pdf__;!!Bg5easoyC-OII2vlEqY8mTBrtW-N4OJKAQ!LhCAv4U5oOOxx4DEjajfINyP_pFEUYSHgp9UCz9tGvnx4MShV6ynwz6GnhTdCqSaPDjwuTBwACrKgkyEq0pL49Cp6np7Rlkw-7ytOAxnJ6If9mlcYY7kiw$
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.congress.gov%2Fbill%2F118th-congress%2Fhouse-bill%2F766%3Fq%3D%257B%2522search%2522%253A%2522HR%2B766%2522%257D%26s%3D1%26r%3D2&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368429686%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=85oyen3V3jRvnALnsJCqHAhGl3O0TXn8igcoK9nm7tk%3D&reserved=0
https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/health-subcommittee-hearing-evaluating-approaches-to-diagnostic-test-regulation-and-the-impact-of-the-fda-s-proposed-rule
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/10/03/2023-21662/medical-devices-laboratory-developed-tests
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• On March 5, 2024, Senate HELP Ranking Member Bill Cassidy (R-LA) sent a letter with 
16 other Senate Republicans to the National Institutes of Health (NIH) expressing 
concern with President Biden’s proposal to expand the use of march-in rights, which 
could change the underlying drug patent system under the Bayh-Dole Act.
– The Biden administration remains under pressure by congressional Democrats and 

stakeholder groups to address rising U.S. prescription drug prices, especially ahead of the 
2024 election in November.

• On March 5, 2024, Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) led a letter with nine Senate 
Democrats to HHS and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), urging 
the agencies to reform certain Medicare Advantage (MA) practices.

• On March 20, 2024, Senate HELP Chair Bernie Sanders (I-VT) released a press release 
praising GSK for capping the cost of the company’s brand-name inhalers to $35/month. 
– Chair Sanders made a similar announcement related to AstraZeneca’s inhaler pricing 

change on March 18, 2024. 

• On March 28, 2024, Senate HELP Chair Bernie Sanders (I-VT) called for a lower price 
of the drugs Ozempic and Wegovy, citing a newly published Yale study on the estimated 
manufacturing costs.

Congressional Oversight Developments — Health Updates

Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
(HELP) Committee Chair Bernie Sanders (I-VT)

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.help.senate.gov%2Fmarch-in_nih_finalpdf&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368357223%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NO8Rg8WLR%2BNicm%2FPLjC9%2Bma6fZtc%2BBMLYF%2FUYhsFzgw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.help.senate.gov%2Fmarch-in_nih_finalpdf&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368357223%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NO8Rg8WLR%2BNicm%2FPLjC9%2Bma6fZtc%2BBMLYF%2FUYhsFzgw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.warren.senate.gov%2Fimo%2Fmedia%2Fdoc%2F2024.03.04%2520Letter%2520to%2520CMS%2520on%2520Medicare%2520Advantage%2520reforms.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368363778%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yEUS0fg3iU2mM6nwRosHDrIC72K89aANdUthwDd6ut4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.warren.senate.gov%2Fimo%2Fmedia%2Fdoc%2F2024.03.04%2520Letter%2520to%2520CMS%2520on%2520Medicare%2520Advantage%2520reforms.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368363778%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yEUS0fg3iU2mM6nwRosHDrIC72K89aANdUthwDd6ut4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.help.senate.gov%2Fchair%2Fnewsroom%2Fpress%2Fnews-sanders-applauds-glaxosmithkline-for-capping-inhaler-costs-at-35-per-month&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368370378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nWd2tsBOCf%2FsU95%2F03bs2w0137RFV7b3szC8g0iGJ1A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.help.senate.gov%2Fchair%2Fnewsroom%2Fpress%2Fnews-sanders-applauds-astrazeneca-for-capping-inhaler-costs-at-35-per-month&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368377267%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LAcHpooAMWXGn3drsIG1qRl%2Fcdg2n4VNyMk7euOqtTc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sanders.senate.gov%2Fpress-releases%2Fnews-sanders-statement-on-outrageous-cost-of-ozempic%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368384159%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aXgD%2BX%2Fe5yKV6ZlSwu%2B5FPucRE6%2Buj6u%2F6OpvlDvVp0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjamanetwork.com%2Fjournals%2Fjamanetworkopen%2Ffullarticle%2F2816824&data=05%7C02%7CLuke.Albert%40arnoldporter.com%7Ce78d537741744818b4e508dc52ba14f2%7Cd22d141fae37447facfa2e1d0e5b4969%7C0%7C0%7C638476206368390904%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8fb5qYRyDqaecg6vSoHta0pQPfyCtroO6oE5r15SkTA%3D&reserved=0
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• In March, both the House and Senate began considering versions of the BIOSECURE Act (H.R. 7085/S. 3558), which would 
prohibit federal contracting with certain biotechnology entities connected to foreign adversaries.

– There are slight differences between the versions of the bill in the House and the Senate. Read Arnold & Porter’s Advisory 
here for more details on the legislation.

• On March 6, 2024, the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs (HSGAC) held a business meeting to 
discuss various legislative items, including the Senate version of the BIOSECURE Act. 

– Senate HSGAC favorably forwarded S. 3558 in a 11-1 vote, with Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY) voting no. 

• On March 7, 2024, the House Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party held a hearing titled, “Growing Stakes: The 
Bioeconomy and American National Security.”

– The select committee discussed the BIOSECURE Act at a high-level and the importance of maintaining the U.S. 
biopharmaceutical industry’s competitiveness with China. 

– On March 22, 2024, Rep. Mike Gallagher (R-WI), who is the Chairman of the Select Committee on the Strategic Competition 
Between the United States and the Chinese Communist Party, announced he will resign from his congressional seat effective 
April 19, 2024. Rep. Gallagher’s resignation was not related to the BIOSECURE Act, but it could complicate the bill’s 
pathway forward.

• Next Steps: The Senate could soon bring the BIOSECURE Act to the floor, while the House could move forward with a markup of 
the bill in the House Committee on Oversight and Accountability (COA).

BIOSECURE Act — Health Updates

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7085?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Biosecure+act%22%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3558
https://www.arnoldporter.com/en/perspectives/advisories/2024/02/navigating-the-pending-biosecure-act
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/business-meeting-18/
https://selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/committee-activity/live
https://x.com/RepGallagher/status/1771234822632980840?s=20
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Latest on California’s Budget Deficit

Source: California Globe, March 5, 2024

California Governor Gavin Newsom (D)

• The California Budget Deficit
– The nonpartisan Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) estimates 

the deficit to be US$73 billion, which is US$15 billion more 
than was previously projected.

– This is nearly double the US$38 billion shortfall that Governor 
Gavin Newsom (D) estimated in January.

• Budget Subcommittee hearings have begun in the state 
legislature as they begin to examine the governor’s 
budget proposal.

• The state Senate has released an “early action” proposal 
that would shrink the deficit by US$17 billion via spending 
cuts, delays, and borrowing.

– The Assembly is not necessarily on board. The speaker is 
seeking more rank-and-file input.

• The governor will release an updated proposed budget on 
or around May 15, 2024 (the May Revise).
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California Bonds on the Ballot

• Proposition 1: Passed by a narrow margin in March. 
Prop 1 authorizes US$6.38 billion in bonds to build 
4,350 housing units and add 6,800 mental health 
and addiction treatment beds.

• Climate Bond: Talks are ongoing in the legislature 
on the details of a proposed climate bond to fund 
projects to mitigate climate impacts. Originally 
conceived at US$15 billion, the final number is likely 
to be much less.   

• Education Bond: Proposals in the state Senate and 
Assembly (at US$15 billion and US$14 billion, 
respectively) would cover school facility 
improvements. The assembly proposal would fund 
only K-12 schools and community colleges. 

• Housing Bond: Proposed US$10 billion bond 
to construct and renovate housing for 
low-income Californians.
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• Privacy and Artificial Intelligence:
– AB 1949 (Wicks) heavily restricts collection of personal data for 

users under 18 years of age.

– AB 2930 (Bauer-Kahan) on Automated Decisions Tools, would 
prohibit companies from releasing biased algorithms.

– AB 3048 (Lowenthal) would require browsers and devices to offer 
consumers the ability to exercise their privacy preferences through 
opt-out preference signals.

– SB 1047 (Wiener) would require companies building the largest 
and most powerful AI models to test for safety before releasing 
those models to the public.

– AB 2013 (Irwin) would require a developer to post on the 
developer’s internet website documentation regarding the data 
used to train the artificial intelligence system or service.

– AB 3204 (Bauer-Kahan) would require businesses that use 
personal information to train artificial intelligence to publicly 
register with the state, pay a registration fee, and provide 
specified information.

Noteworthy California Legislation in Committee in April

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1949
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB2930
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB3048
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB1047
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB2013
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB3204
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• Autonomous Vehicles
– SB 915 (Cortese) would prohibit the operation of an 

autonomous vehicle service until authorized by a 
local ordinance.

• PFAS

– SB 903 (Skinner) seeks to prohibit the sale or distribution of 
all products containing intentionally added PFAS regardless of 
category, beginning in 2030, unless the use of PFAS in that 
product or product category is determined to be an 
unavoidable use. 

• Single-Use Products/Recycling 
– SB 1167 (Blakespear) would prohibit a chain restaurant from 

serving or offering for sale a beverage in a single-use vessel to a 
customer that is dining or consuming the beverage on the 
premises, as specified.

Noteworthy California Legislation in Committee in April 
(cont’d)

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB915
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB903
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB1167


State of Play of the 
2024 Elections
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• Democrats, with their already razor thin 51-49 majority, have a difficult Senate 
map for 2024.

• Three Democratic incumbents are from states which former President Trump 
won in both 2016 and 2020 (Montana, Ohio, and West Virginia).
– Sen. Joe Manchin’s (D-WV) retirement all but guarantees that the Republicans will 

pick up this Senate seat in November 2024.

• Democrats will also be defending seats in other competitive states such as 
Arizona, Nevada, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin.

• On March 5, 2024, Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (I-AZ), who caucuses with the 
Democrats, announced she will not seek re-election to her seat this November. 
The 2024 Arizona Senate matchup will likely be Rep. Ruben Gallego (D-AZ) vs. 
2022 gubernatorial candidate Kari Lake (R).

• Republicans hold 38 seats that are not up for election in 2024; of the just 11 GOP 
seats up for election, nine seats are “Safe R” and two seats are “Likely R.”
– If Republicans win the presidency in 2024, then 50 seats will be enough for a 

majority.
– If Democrats retain the presidency in 2024, then Republicans will need 51 seats for 

a majority.

• While the contest for control of the Senate will be very competitive, due to an 
advantageous map, Republicans are currently favored to win back the chamber 
in 2024. 

Senate 2024 Outlook

Sources: UVA Center for Politics, Sabato’s Crystal Ball; 270 To Win

https://www.sinema.senate.gov/a-message-for-arizonans-from-senator-kyrsten-sinema/
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• Republicans currently have a razor thin majority 
of 218-213, and on April 19, 2024, it will drop to 
217-213.

• For the 2024 elections, 190 seats are currently 
projected as “Safe R,” while 212 seats are rated as 
Safe, Likely, or Leans R.

• On the other hand, for 2024, 174 seats are rated as 
“Safe D,” while 206 seats are rated as Safe, Likely, or 
Leans D.

• Last year, North Carolina Republicans 
gerrymandered their congressional map which will 
net Republicans 3, and possibly 4, new seats in 
November 2024. 

• Meanwhile, New York Democrats finalized and 
passed a new congressional map for 2024 in late-
February. The map, while slightly favorable to 
Democrats, could have been a lot more aggressive. 
The map will net Democrats just 1-2 new seats, but 
other seats that could have been made bluer will still 
be “Toss-Ups” in November.

House 2024 Outlook

Sources: UVA Center for Politics, Sabato’s Crystal Ball; 270 To Win



38

House 2024 Outlook (Toss-Up, Leans, and Likely Seats)

Sources: UVA Center for Politics, 
Sabato’s Crystal Ball
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2024 United States Presidential Election
• On March 12, 2024, incumbent President Joe Biden 

(D) and former President Donald Trump (R) both 
clinched a majority of their party’s convention 
delegates, making both men the respective 
presidential nominees of their respective parties.

• The Republican National Convention will take place in 
Milwaukee, Wis. from July 15-18, 2024.

• The Democratic National Convention will take place in 
Chicago, Ill. from August 19-22, 2024.

• This will mark the 7th presidential rematch in 
American history, and the first since 1956.

• If President Biden wins, it would be the third time in 
which the winner was the same both times.

• If former President Trump wins, it would be the 
fifth time in which the winner was different in the 
rematch, and he would become the second president 
to serve non-consecutive terms, the first being 
Grover Cleveland.

• Polls currently show a very close contest that is nearly 
even and within the margin of error.

Incumbent President Joe Biden (D) Former President Donald Trump (R)



Factors That Could Impact the 
2024 Political Landscape
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March 2024 Jobs Report
• On April 5, 2024, the U.S. Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor 

Statistics announced (1) total nonfarm payroll employment exceeded 
forecasts increasing by 303,000 in March 2024 and that (2) the 
unemployment rate slightly fell to 3.8%.

– Economists had expected an increase of over 200,000 for the month, so the 
jobs report significantly surpassed expectations.

– The January 2024 number was revised up by +27,000, from +229,000 to 
+256,000, and the February 2024 number was revised down by -5,000, 
from +275,000 to +270,000.

– The unemployment rate still remains below 4%, marking the 26th such 
consecutive month. The unemployment rate decreased despite labor force 
participation increasing to 62.7%, a gain of 0.2% from February.

• Average hourly earnings were up 0.3% for March, which was in line 
with projections, while wages were up 4.1% from a year ago, also 
even with estimates.

• Health care was the leading industry, with a net gain of 72,000 new jobs. 
Other leading industries included government, with 71,000; leisure and 
hospitality, with 49,000; construction, with 39,000; retail trade, with 
18,000; and “other services,” with 16,000. 

• The employment report for April 2024 will be released on May 3, 2024. 

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Dept. of Labor; CNBC

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
https://www.bls.gov/schedule/news_release/empsit.htm
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February 2024 Inflation Report
• On March 12, 2024, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics announced 

the Consumer Price Index (CPI) increased by 0.4% in February 
2024 on a seasonally adjusted basis.
– This monthly increase was in-line with economists’ expectations.
– This CPI figure slightly increased from January 2024 (0.3%).

• The Bureau of Labor Statistics also reported that the CPI increased 
3.2% from February 2023.
– Economists had expected a 3.1% annual gain for February. Thus, the 

annual rate was slightly higher than economists’ forecast.
– This CPI annual gain was up slightly from 3.1% in January.

• “Core CPI,” which excludes food and energy prices, rose by 0.4% in 
February 2024 and 3.8% on an annual basis from February 2023.
– Both of these figures were one-tenth of a percentage point higher than 

economists' projections.
– Shelter and housing costs increased by 0.4% for the month.

• While the annual inflation rate (3.2%) is lower than its peak in 
summer 2022 (9%), the Federal Reserve aims for a 2% annual 
inflation rate over the long term.

• The CPI report for March 2024 will be released on April 10, 2024.

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Dept. of Labor; CNBC

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/cpi.nr0.htm
https://www.bls.gov/schedule/news_release/cpi.htm
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Consumer Sentiment Report
• Consumer sentiment for March stands at 79.4, which is 

a 3.3% increase from February (76.9).
– Additionally, this an annual increase of 28.1% from 

March 2023 (62.0).
– Consumer sentiment has been much stronger over the last 

few months compared to most other monthly readings from 
the past couple of years, which were mostly in the 60s and 
even high 50s.
 The December 2023 reading was 69.7; the January 2024 

reading was 79.0; the February reading was 76.9; and March’s 
reading is 79.4. This follows a November reading of just 61.3.

• The Index of Consumer Sentiment varies by 
political party
– 101.1 among Democrats
– 73.1 among Independents
– 67.0 among Republicans

• Year-ahead inflation expectations slightly fell from 
3.0% in February to 2.9% in March. This is a notable 
decrease from 4.5% in November 2023.
– For the third straight month, short-run inflation 

expectations are within the 2.3-3.0% range seen in 2018 
and 2019.

Source: University of Michigan Surveys of Consumers

http://www.sca.isr.umich.edu/
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Thank you

www.arnoldporter.com

http://www.arnoldporter.com/
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