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• Did the FCC’s decision in the Comcast/BitTorrent
dispute satisfy “net neutrality” advocates?

• “Predatory” pricing issues — MDU bulk rates and
other competitive situations with new entrants

• Privacy issues raised by video and Internet-based
interactive advertising initiatives

• Cable’s wired and wireless voice initiatives

• FCC rules on cable carriage of new digital TV
broadcast channels

• Retransmission consent vs. must-carry
negotiations between cable operators and
broadcasters: how to restore balance?

Cable Television
Law 2009:
Competition in Video, 
Internet & Telephony

*This is an approved transitional program



Why You Should Attend
The cable industry is no longer just about video. Cable companies are now major
players in voice and broadband, as well as in their traditional business of video
distribution. This means that cable television law now covers a wide range of issues
and regulations, from traditional franchising to interconnection and privacy. At Cable
Television Law 2009: Competition in Video, Internet & Telephony, you will hear
about the full panoply of laws and rules affecting all aspects of the cable industry. 
Lead by Co-Chairs Frank W. Lloyd and Howard J. Symons, our expert faculty of 
in-house and outside counsel for leading cable operators, cable programmers,
municipalities and online service providers will examine current cases and explain 
local, state, FCC and Congressional actions affecting your area of practice in this 
ever-changing field. 

What You Will Learn
• The legal and policy implications of the increasingly robust video competition

between cable incumbents, telephone companies, satellite providers, 
and overbuilders like RCN

• How cable operators and cable programmers are addressing the transfer from 
analog to digital broadcast television scheduled for February 2009

• Recent court and FCC decisions on cable franchising, leased access channels,
access to MDUs and ROW access

• FCC rules on cable carriage of new digital TV broadcast channels

• Retransmission consent vs. must-carry negotiations between cable operators 
and broadcasters: how to restore balance?

• Privacy issues raised by video and Internet-based interactive advertising initiatives

• Copyright and other legal issues presented by the advent of digital cable and 
the provision of cable modem service

• FCC rules and recent court decisions affecting cable’s digital voice service

Vital Questions To Be Discussed
• What is the state of broadband and cable voice competition today?

• How has the digital television transition affected cable systems, cable programmers
and cable customers?

• Will cable have “network neutrality” obligations imposed on its platform by the FCC,
the courts or Congress?

• Will telco video obtain additional federal and state relief from cable’s 
franchising obligations?

• Are cable set-top boxes headed toward further design regulation?

• What can the FCC, cable operators or cities do about indecency on cable networks or
on leased or PEG access channels?

• Have class actions on a la carte or network management made recent headway?

• How can cable operators learn lessons from the application of the FCC political
programming and advertising rules during the past presidential election year?

Cable Television Law 2009:
Competition in Video, Internet & Telephony

New York City, January 26-27, 2009

San Francisco, March 2-3, 2009

Live Webcast, March 2-3, 2009 — www.pli.edu

R e s e r v e  y o u r  p l a c e  t o d a y,  c a l l  ( 8 0 0 )  2 6 0 - 4 P L I .
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Morning Session: 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

9:00
Program Overview

NYC: Howard J. Symons
SF & WEB: Frank W. Lloyd 

9:15
Overview: Increasing Competition to
Cable Incumbents and the Future of
Cable Video, Voice and Data Regulation
• The new competitive video, Internet access and

telephone marketplace: its effect on municipal
relations with cable operators over the past year

• Is there still a legitimate franchising authority role,
given the robust competitive battles between
local cable systems, DBS, and overbuilders like
Verizon FiOS, AT&T U-Verse and RCN?

• How are cable operators and cities dealing with
the aftermath of Verizon and AT&T’s campaigns 
to obtain statewide franchises and special
franchising rules from the FCC?

NYC: Nicholas P. Miller, Thomas R. Nathan
SF & WEB: Michael Morris, Joseph Van Eaton

10:15
Federal Regulation of Multichannel
Video in a Competitive Environment
• Is the Federal regulatory scheme for multichannel

video appropriate in today’s marketplace? 

• Is the FCC treating cable and its video and
broadband competitors on a level playing field?

• Is cable facing a significant threat of increased
content regulation, such as required a la carte
program delivery on the wholesale or retail level?

• What can cable anticipate in the area of 
program access?

• What new initiatives can be expected from the
FCC and Congress in 2009

NYC: W. Kenneth Ferree, Michael Schooler 
SF & WEB: Daniel L. Brenner, Susan Fox

11:15 Break

11:30
Broadband Network 
Management Issues
• Did the FCC’s decision in the

Comcast/BitTorrent dispute satisfy 
“net neutrality” advocates?

• What developments in this area are likely
from the FCC or Congress?

• Is there a middle ground?

• Practical issues of network congestion

NYC: James L. Casserly, Harold J. Feld
SF & WEB: Marvin Ammori, Lesla Lehtonen

12:30 Lunch 

Afternoon Session: 1:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

1:45
Refranchising, Franchising
Administration and 
Franchise Transfers
• Are franchise transfers still a target for new

municipal demands? 

• What has been the impact of federal court
decisions on local telecommunications
ordinances and fees?

• What do cable attorneys face regarding 
the current goals of cities in franchise
renewal negotiations?

• How is the state franchising procedure
working in those states that have adopted
state-wide franchising legislation? 

NYC: Michael E. Olsen, Stephanie M. Phillipps
SF & WEB: Paul Glist, Stephanie M. Phillipps

2:45 Break

P R O G R A M  S C H E D U L E
Please plan to arrive with enough time to register before the conference begins.
A continental breakfast will be available upon your arrival. 

DAY ONE: 9:00 A.M.  –  5:00 P.M. DAY TWO: 9:00 A.M.  –  12:30 P.M.

“As always a terrific 
summary of the year’s
telecommunications
needs and issues.” 

“The CLE credits are 
‘icing’ on the cake.” 

“Great faculty – immensely
valuable course reference
books that are used
throughout the year!”

“Lively and informed 
debate on hot topics.” 

“[T]he presenters were 
all very knowledgeable 
and interesting.”

“Very well organized and
knowledgeable experts.”

What Prior Attendees Have Said

 



3:00
Issues for Cable-Provided 
Voice Services
• The current state of cable-provided 

telephone services

• What is the appropriate role for federal
regulation? State regulation?

• The FCC’s IP-enabled services proceeding

• E-911 and CALEA concerns about VOIP

• Number portability and access to numbers

• Interconnection 

• Retention marketing

• The FCC’s pole attachment proceeding: 
is cable potentially facing higher rates for
access to utility poles and conduits for 
its voice and broadband services?

• Cable's wireless voice initiatives

NYC: Brian A. Rankin, Lauren M. Van Wazer
SF & WEB: Peter A. Casciato, Brian A. Rankin

4:00
Cable Content Regulation: 
Broadcast Signal Carriage, 
Indecency, Children’s and Political
Programming and Advertising
• Issues in representing cable program networks

• Broadcast signal retransmission consent
negotiations: how can they work in the 
public’s interest?

• The FCC’s digital multi-cast must-carry scheme

• The “Digital Transition”: What’s left to do 
before the February 18 “hard date” for a 
DTV switchover?

• Obscenity, indecency and family friendly tiers:
How are cable operators and programmers
faring under pressure from the FCC 
and Congress?

• What can cable operators learn from the
application of FCC political programming and
advertising rules during the past presidential
election year?

• The FCC’s kidvid rules: how do they apply 
to cable, and are they working?

NYC: Maurita Coley, Howard B. Homonoff 
SF & WEB: Nicole E. Paolini-Subramanya

5:00 Adjourn

9:00
Dealing with Antitrust, Competition 
and Consumer Complaints
• FCC, DOJ and FTC scrutiny of communications,

content and Internet industry mergers

• Tying/leveraging issues in retransmission consent,
programming access and other cable contexts

• Litigation and FCC rulings on programming
distribution/carriage rights and access to premises

• “Predatory” pricing issues -- MDU bulk rates and
other competitive situations with new entrants

• Consumer class actions that have been 
brought on bundling services, refusals to sell
program networks a la carte, pricing, late fees,
and early contract termination fees 

• How the new Supreme Court is rewriting antitrust
law and what you need to know about it

NYC: Stephen R. Effros, David J. Saylor
SF & WEB: Richard R. Patch

10:15 Break

10:30
Privacy Issues
• What are the privacy, indecency, defamation 

and copyright implications of offering online
services and high-speed Internet access to 
cable customers?

• How should a cable company’s agreement to
provide these services be structured?

• Privacy issues raised by the advent of 
“targeted” advertising.

NYC: Gerard J. Lewis, Jr., Christin S. McMeley
SF & WEB: Chris Kelly, Julian Michael

11:30
Cable Technology for Lawyers
• CableCARDS: FCC rules on “separable security”

and waiver standards/decisions

• <tru2way> and the Cable-Consumer 
Electronics MOU

• Advanced Advertising

• DOCSIS 3.0

• What’s next?

NYC, SF & WEB: Jud Cary

12:30 Adjourn

S C H E D U L E

DAY TWO: 9:00 A.M.  –  12:30 P.M.

PLI’s Nationally Acclaimed Course Handbooks
All program attendees will receive a copy of the two-volume Course Handbook.
These bound volumes are prepared specifically for this program and also stand
alone as a permanent reference. PLI’s Course Handbooks represent the definitive
thinking of the nation’s finest legal minds, and are considered the standard
reference in the field. Please note: Webcast attendees will have access to a
downloadable version of the Handbook one business day prior to the program.



Bring the best of PLI’s live programs to your home or office:
Audio CDs and DVDs of this program will be available for purchase April 2009. 
See Registration Form for details.

MP3s and CLE Now Web Segments/Programs of this program will be available 
March 24, 2009 at www.pli.edu.

There is no easier way to complete your MCLE requirement than with PLI’s CLE Now Web
Segments/Programs: We’ve taken PLI’s extensive library of previously recorded programs and made
them available online 24/7 via streaming video and/or audio. These are conveniently broken down into
1/2 - 3 hour programs so you get only the information you want. With over 1,500 hours of content to
choose from, you’re sure to find a Web Segment that will meet your needs. As an added bonus, you’ll
continue to have access to your Web Segments for one full year and will be able to download the
online Course Materials that accompany your Web Segment. At more than 60% off the regular price,
there’s never been a faster, easier, more affordable way to meet your MCLE requirement.

All audio CD/DVD products require prepayment and are non-refundable, 
with the exception of defective or unopened products.

Other Relevant Products From PLI
T W O - V O L U M E  C O U R S E  H A N D B O O K

Cable Television Law 2009: Competition In Video, Internet & Telephony, $229.
The Course Handbook will be available on the first day of the program.

T R E A T I S E S
Advertising and Commercial Speech: A First Amendment Guide 
Second Edition
Steven G. Brody (McKee Nelson LLP, New York City) and 
Bruce E. H. Johnson (Davis Wright Tremaine LLP, Seattle) 

Advertising and Commercial Speech gives you a working knowledge of the origin, meaning, and legal
evolution of the Supreme Court’s commercial speech doctrine, showing you how the doctrine’s rights
and restrictions affect advertising in nearly 50 industries and professions. The authors examine the
landmark rulings that have shaped the doctrine and hundreds of related decisions applying the doctrine.
They help you to understand the distinctions between commercial and noncommercial speech and the
legal implications of those distinctions, enabling you to better protect clients’ rights and interests. 

1 looseleaf volume, 803 pages, $255 (Revised annually or as needed: 
No charge for revision issued within 3 months of purchase)

Copyright Law: A Practitioner’s Guide
Bruce P. Keller (Debevoise & Plimpton LLP, New York City) and 
Jeffrey P. Cunard (Debevoise & Plimpton LLP, Washington, D.C.) 

Two widely respected litigators explain major federal copyright legislation and related decisional law,
giving you the legal knowledge you need to protect your clients’ copyright interests in the real and virtual
worlds. Covering everything from the Copyright Acts of 1909 and 1976 through the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act, Copyright Law allows you to help clients register, renew, restore, assign, transfer, license,
and clear copyrights • prove the key elements in prima facie cases of infringement • prove essential
elements to secure statutory damages and other remedies • mount strong innocent infringement, fair
use, and equitable defenses • and exploit safe harbors, including DMCA provisions, to minimize liability.

1 looseleaf volume, 790 pages, $295 (Revised annually or as needed: 
No charge for revision issued within 3 months of purchase)

For more information on any treatise, including the Table of Contents, log on to www.pli.edu
Program attendees save up to 50% on Books, Audio and Video Products.

Watch and Listen to Live Webcast at www.pli.edu
A simultaneous live online broadcast of the San Francisco session of this program is available for
individual viewing from your computer on www.pli.edu. Webcast participants will receive streaming
audio/video instantaneously from the live program, can view and/or print the Course Handbook,
and submit questions electronically. Get “real-time” education right from your PC! 

To register for the Webcast, visit www.pli.edu and click Webcasts and select the Cable Television
Law 2009: Competition In Video, Internet & Telephony Webcast to purchase the program. Please
register before the first day of the program to allow time to test your system. If you have any
questions whatsoever please call PLI’s Customer Relations Department at (800) 260-4PLI.

PLI can arrange group viewing in your firm by broadcasting live to your conference room. 
Plus, receive a discount on purchases of the corresponding Course Handbook. Contact the
Groupcasts Department via email at groupcasts@pli.edu for more details.

PLI’s Guarantee It’s simple. If you’re not completely satisfied with the return on your
investment from any PLI program, your money will be refunded in full.



WEB: 
www.pli.edu

PHONE: (800) 260-4PLI 
Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
Eastern Time

FAX: (800) 321-0093 
Open 24 Hours!

Fax or mail completed Registration/Order Form on back cover

MAIL: Practising Law Institute 
810 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 10019

F O U R  E A S Y  W AY S T O R E G I S T E R

New York City Seminar Location: PLI New York Center, 
810 Seventh Avenue at 53rd Street (21st floor), New York, New York
10019. Message Center, program days only: (212) 824-5733.

New York City Hotel Accommodations: 
Due to high demand and limited inventory in NYC, we recommend 
reserving hotel rooms as early as possible. 
The New York Hilton & Towers, 1335 Avenue of the Americas, New York, 
New York 10019. Reservations (877) NYC-HILT. Please mention you are
booking a room under the Practising Law Institute Corporate Rate and the
Client File N# is 0495741. You may also book reservations online, go to
www.pli.edu for this program, click Hilton link to see preferred rates. 
Enter requested dates and Practising Law Institute rates will appear.

The Warwick Hotel, 65 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019. 1 block
from PLI Center. Reservations 800-223-4099 or, hotel direct 212-247-2700.
Please mention that you are booking a room under the Practising Law
Institute Corporate rate. Reservations online at www.warwickhotelny.com
Click reservations in menu bar on left. Select desired dates. In ‘Special
Rates’ drop down window select Corporate Rate. In ‘Rate Code’ enter PLIN.
Click search and select desired room type and rate plan. Or, you may email
reservation requests to: res.ny@warwickhotels.com

San Francisco Seminar Location: PLI California Center, 685 Market Street, 
San Francisco, California 94105. (415) 498-2800.

San Francisco Hotel Accommodations: 
Due to high demand in SF, we recommend reserving 
hotel rooms as early as possible. 

The Palace Hotel, 2 New Montgomery Street, San Francisco, California
94105. Call (800) 917-7456 seven days a week from 6:00 am to 12:00 am
(PDT) and mention you are attending this PLI program at Practising Law
Institute to receive the preferred rate. For online reservations, go to
www.SFPALACE.com and enter SET No. 287179 to receive the 
preferred rate. 

Payment Policy: Registration fees are due in advance. Attendees may 
pay by check, Visa, MasterCard, American Express or Diners Club.

Cancellations: All cancellations received 3 business days prior to the 
program will be refunded 100%. If you do not cancel within the allotted 
time period, payment is due in full. You may substitute another individual 
to attend the program.

PLI’s Scholarship/Financial Hardship Policy: Full and partial scholarships
to attend PLI programs are available to pro bono attorneys, judges, judicial
law clerks, law professors, attorneys 65 or older, law students, librarians
and paralegals who work for nonprofit organizations, legal services
organizations or government agencies, unemployed attorneys and others
with financial hardships. To apply, send your request on your employer’s
letterhead, stating the reason for your interest, along with the completed
registration form on this brochure, to the PLI Scholarship Committee. 
All applications must be accompanied by a $25 application fee (applicants
may pay by check or credit card), and must be submitted four weeks before
the date of the program you wish to attend. If the request for a scholarship
is denied, the $25 application fee will be returned. Students must submit a
copy of their student ID card.

PLI Group Discounts: Groups of 4 or more from the same organization, all
registering at the same time, for a PLI program scheduled for presentation
at the same site, are entitled to receive a group discount. For further
information, please contact membership@pli.edu or call (800) 260-4PLI. 

Education Course Credit: States have widely varying regulations regarding
Continuing Education credit, therefore, please contact PLI for more
information concerning approval.

New York State CLE Credit: This TRANSITIONAL continuing legal education
program has been approved in accordance with the requirements of the 
New York State Continuing Legal Education Board for attorneys admitted
after October 1, 1997 and experienced attorneys.  It has been approved for 
a maximum of 11.0 credit hours, of which 11.0 credit hours can be applied
toward the professional practice requirement. Audio and videotapes are not
acceptable for transitional continuing legal education for the newly admitted
attorney within the first two years of admission to the Bar.

California MCLE Credit: PLI is a State Bar of California approved MCLE
provider. This activity has been approved for MCLE credit in the amount of
9.25 credit hours.  PLI will retain the required MCLE records for this program.

California Paralegals: You can satisfy your new continuing legal education
requirements by attending PLI’s nationally acclaimed Institutes 
and Programs!

Illinois CLE Credit: PLI is an accredited provider in Illinois. 

Special Needs: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans
with Disabilities Act, please notify Customer Relations at least two weeks
prior to your program.

Basic Upkeep Service: In order to keep you abreast of the latest
developments in your field, the purchase of PLI treatises includes Basic
Upkeep Service, so that supplements, replacement pages and new editions
may be shipped to you immediately upon publication for a 30-day
examination. This service is cancelable at any time.

PLI Bookstores: Current Publications, Training Materials, Audio CD/DVDs
and related products are available for purchase at the PLI New York Center, 
810 Seventh Avenue at 53rd Street (21st floor), New York, NY, and at the 
PLI California Center, 685 Market Street, San Francisco, CA, Monday to
Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. All PLI Publications can also be purchased
online at www.pli.edu

Email: info@pli.edu

Visit Us On The Web: www.pli.edu

REGISTRATION/HOTEL INFORMATION

5 Ways to Attend PLI’s Programs:
• Live Programs – Attend the program with other

attendees and ask the speakers questions from
the floor. Ideal if you want the live experience.

• Live Webcasts – View the live program from your
home or office and watch the streaming video on
your laptop or desktop, ask questions
electronically, view or print the Course Handbook,
and, if you have to miss any of it, you have access
to the archived portion for one year. Ideal if you
can’t travel and still want to benefit from
simultaneous live viewing of the program. 

• Groupcasts – Bring a PLI program for group
viewing directly to your conference room. 
Enjoy the live streaming video and receive the
best legal education from our expert faculty. 
All while training more people for less money, 
in the privacy of your own office setting.

• CLE Now Web Segments/Programs – PLI
anywhere, anytime you want it right from your PC.

• MP3/Audio CD/DVDs – Watch or listen to PLI’s
programs in the comfort of your home or office.

Visit www.pli.edu for more details.

Pro Bono Efforts
Since 1933, PLI has been the comprehensive resource for the training and development needs of
legal professionals. PLI is heavily involved in pro bono and research and development activities to
ensure that all practicing attorneys and law students remain on the cutting edge. These activities
include awarding full and partial scholarships to our institutes and programs, assisting public
interest organizations in their training needs, and helping law students become first-rate attorneys
by posting free lectures on our web site and offering free MPRE courses. For more information,
go online to pro-bono.pli.edu.

PLI Scholarships
Please check the Registration Information section of this brochure for more information about 
PLI scholarships.

WEB: 
www.pli.edu

PHONE: (800) 260-4PLI 
Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
Eastern Time

FAX: (800) 321-0093 
Open 24 Hours!
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