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Drug and Medical Device Seminar

The stakes in pharmaceutical and medical device litigation have 
become even more substantial and the issues more complex as the 
litigation has evolved. Today’s pharmaceutical and medical device 
litigation commonly involves a mass tort spanning many countries 
and involving multiple types of claims. DRI’s 25th annual Drug and 
Medical Device Seminar provides the perfect opportunity to hear 
and learn about many of the key litigation issues currently facing the 
industry and its counsel. This year’s program will continue the tradition 
of providing compelling individual presentations, stimulating panel 
debates, and educational trial skills demonstrations on the hottest  
topics and issues in drug and device litigation. Come join us in  
New York City! 

Scott W. Sayler  
Program Chair

Michael W. Davis  
Committee Chair

William F. Ray 
Law Institute

What You Will Learn

•	 How to assert preemption and other 
“FDA defenses” most effectively

•	 How to deal with adverse regulatory 
events and how to present expert 
regulatory testimony effectively

•	 How to handle various types of 
witnesses, including foreign company 
witnesses, eggshell-skulled plaintiffs, 
medical device plaintiffs, and human 
factors experts

•	 How to handle issues resulting from 
medical device company and outside 
physician relationships

•	 Understanding the evolving global 
landscape of pharmaceutical and 
medical device litigation

•	 How to assess the effect of gender bias 
in jury selection

•	 Understanding the potential civil and 
criminal ramifications of off-label 
promotion and off-label use of medical 
devices

•	 Understanding the problems associated 
with pharmaceutical counterfeiting
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2009

6:00 p.m. Registration

6:00 p.m.  Networking Reception
Sponsored by Frost Brown Todd LLC

THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2009

 Boarding Pass Kiosk
Sponsored by DLA Piper

 Hydration Station
Sponsored by Kaye Scholer LLP

 Internet Café
Sponsored by Goodwin Procter LLP

 Relaxation Station
Sponsored by Dykema

7:00 a.m. Registration

7:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast 
Sponsored by Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP

7:00 a.m.  First-Time Attendees Breakfast

8:00 a.m. Welcome and Introduction
William F. Ray, Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson, Mississippi
Michael W. Davis, Sidley Austin LLP, Chicago, Illinois
Scott W. Sayler, Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP, Kansas City,  
Missouri

8:15 a.m. Preemption: Life after Levine and RiegeL

Daniel E. Troy, GlaxoSmithKline, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

9:05 a.m. The Keys to Developing and Asserting an Effective 
“FDA Defense”
Malcolm E. Wheeler, Wheeler Trigg Kennedy LLP, Denver,  
Colorado

9:55 a.m. Refreshment Break
Sponsored by McDowell Knight Roedder & Sledge LLC

10:10 a.m. The Effective Use of Regulatory Experts: A Trial 
Demonstration
Charles P. Goodell, Jr., Goodell DeVries Leech & Dann LLP, 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Wayne L. Pines, APCO Worldwide, Washington, D.C.
Lyn P. Pruitt, Mitchell Williams Selig Gates & Woodyard PLLC,  
Little Rock, Arkansas 

11:10 a.m. The Evolving Global Landscape for Pharmaceutical 
and Medical Device Litigation
Maurits J.F. Lugard, Sidley Austin LLP, Brussels, Belgium 
Gordon McKee, Blake Cassels & Graydon LLP, Toronto, Ontario
Timothy A. Pratt, Boston Scientific Corporation, Natick,  
Massachusetts

12:00 p.m. Lunch (on your own)
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12:00 p.m. Women’s Networking Luncheon ($40 fee, check box on 
registration form)
Sponsored by  Adams and Reese LLP 

Fulbright & Jaworski LLP 
Sills Cummis & Gross PC

1:30 p.m. The Effect of Gender Bias in Jury Selection: A Trial 
Skills Demonstration
Walter T. Johnson, Watkins & Eager PLLC, Jackson, Mississippi 
Paulette Robinette, Ph.D., JurySync, Olathe, Kansas 
Chilton Varner, King & Spalding LLP, Atlanta, Georgia 

1:30 p.m. Young Lawyers Blockbuster (see program schedule on page 7)

2:40 p.m. Refreshment Break
Sponsored by McDowell Knight Roedder & Sledge LLC

2:55 p.m. Preparing and Protecting the Foreign Employee 
Deponent in Drug and Device Cases
Patricia Hastings, Ph.D., R&D Strategic Solutions, St. Petersburg,  
Florida 
Gene M. Williams, Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP, Houston, Texas 

3:50 p.m. Hot Topics in Drug and Medical Device Litigation
Mark S. Cheffo, Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP,  
New York, New York

4:45 p.m. Drug and Medical Device Committee Meeting (open to all)

6:00 p.m. Networking Reception
Sponsored by Greenberg Traurig LLP

FRIDAY, MAY 15, 2009

 Boarding Pass Kiosk
Sponsored by DLA Piper

 Hydration Station
Sponsored by Kaye Scholer LLP

 Internet Café
Sponsored by Goodwin Procter LLP

 Relaxation Station
Sponsored by Dykema

7:30 a.m. Registration 

7:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast
Sponsored by Thompson Hine LLP

8:30 a.m. Announcements
Scott W. Sayler, Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP, Kansas City,  
Missouri

8:40 a.m. Human Factors Experts in Medical Device Cases: A 
Trial Demonstration
Terry Christovich Gay, Christovich & Kearney LLP,  
New Orleans, Louisiana 
J. Carter Thompson, Jr., Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell &  
Berkowitz PC, Jackson, Mississippi
Michael E. Wiklund, PE, CHFP, Wiklund Research &  
Design Inc., Concord, Massachusetts
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9:40 a.m. Relationships between Medical Device Companies and 
Physicians: Potential Issues and Effective Responses
Heidi L. Levine, DLA Piper, New York, New York

10:20 a.m. Refreshment Break
Sponsored by Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell &  
Berkowitz PC

10:35 a.m. The Keys to Deposing Plaintiffs Successfully in 
Medical Device Cases
David R. Schmahmann, Johnson & Johnson, Brookline,  
Massachusetts

11:15 a.m. When Bad Things Happen to Good Products: Dealing 
with Adverse Regulatory Events that Occur While  
in Litigation
Albert P. Parker II, Wyeth Pharmaceuticals Inc., Collegeville,  
Pennsylvania
James P. Rouhandeh, Davis Polk & Wardwell, New York,  
New York 
Lisa Martinez Wolmart, Schering-Plough Corporation,  
Kenilworth, New Jersey 

12:00 p.m. Lunch (on your own)

12:00 p.m. Diversity Luncheon: Using the Teachings of  
Dr. Martin Luther King to Increase Diversity within 
the Legal Community ($40 fee, check box on registration form)
Raymond M. Williams, DLA Piper, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Sponsored by  Gordon & Rees LLP 

Sidley Austin LLP 
1:30 p.m. Off-Label Promotion and Off-Label Use of Medical 

Devices: Potential Civil and Criminal Ramifications
James C. Stansel, United States Department of Health and  
Human Services, Washington, D.C.

2:15 p.m. Pharmaceutical Counterfeiting in the U.S. and 
Abroad: An Increasingly Demanding Problem
Ellen L. Darling, Snell & Wilmer LLP, Costa Mesa, California

3:00 p.m. Refreshment Break
Sponsored by Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell &  
Berkowitz PC

3:15 p.m. Defending Causation Claims Asserted by “Eggshell-
skulled” Plaintiffs or Plaintiffs from an Allegedly 
“Susceptible Population”
Daniel J. Thomasch, Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP,  
New York, New York

3:45 p.m. It’s Not Over ‘til It’s Over: Protecting Your Client and  
Yourself from Ethical Pitfalls in Settlement Dealings
Kenneth A. Murphy, Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP,  
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

4:45 p.m.  Adjourn
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YoUNg LAWYERS BLockBUSTER 

THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2009 | 1:30 - 4:30 p.M.

1:30 p.m. Opening Remarks and Introductions
Stephen M. Gracey, Frost Brown Todd LLC, Cincinnati, Ohio
Michael J. Miller, Strong & Hanni PC, Salt Lake City, Utah

1:40 p.m. Government Investigations Primer—Everything a Drug 
and Medical Defense Lawyer Needs to Know about 
Government Investigations
Jennifer L. Saulino, Covington & Burling LLP,  
Washington, D.C.

2:00 p.m. Ex Parte Interviews with Prescribers—The Dos, Don’ts, 
Hows and Whys of This Necessary Tool in Litigation
Andrew B. Johnson, Bradley Arant Rose & White LLP,  
Birmingham, Alabama

2:20 p.m. Conducting an Early Case Assessment—How to Evaluate 
Liability Risk Exposure before Litigation Begins
Michele O. Choe, Sidley Austin LLP, Chicago, Illinois

2:40 p.m. Refreshment Break
Sponsored by McDowell Knight Roedder & Sledge LLC

2:50 p.m. Don’t Let a Sales Rep Be an Easy Target: Effective 
Preparation for Deposition
Amanda S. Kitts, Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP,  
Columbia, South Carolina

3:10 p.m. The Life of a Case —In-House Counsel Perspective on 
Pre-Litigation, Litigation, and Case Resolution and the 
Roles Young Lawyers May Take On
Jason D. Maxwell, Cardinal Health, McGaw Park, Illinois
Katrina L. Reinhardt, Dow Corning Corporation, Midland,  
Michigan
Megan S. Wynne, I-Flow Corporation, Lake Forest, California

4:30 p.m. Young Lawyers Committee Meeting (open to all)

gENERAL INFoRMATIoN

cLE Accreditation
This seminar has been approved for MCLE credit by the State Bar of California 
in the amount of 12.5 hours, including 1 hour of ethics credit. Accreditation 
has been requested from every state with mandatory continuing legal education 
(CLE) requirements. Certificates of attendance will be provided to each attendee. 
Attendees are responsible for obtaining CLE credits from their respective states. 
Credit availability and requirements vary from state to state; please check our 
website at www.dri.org for credit information for your state.

Registration
The registration fee is $895 for members and those who join DRI when register-
ing and $1,025 for non-members. The registration fee includes CD-ROM course 
materials, continental breakfasts, refreshment breaks and networking receptions. 
If you wish to have your name appear on the registration list distributed at the 
conference and receive the CD-ROM course materials in advance, DRI must 
receive your registration by April 24, 2009 (please allow 10 days for processing). 
Registrations received after April 24, 2009, will be processed on-site. 
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Special Discounts
The first and second registrations from the same firm or company are subject to 
the fees outlined above. The registration fee for additional registrants from the 
same firm or company is $845, regardless of membership status. All registrations 
must be received at the same time to receive the discount.

Refund policy
The registration fee is fully refundable for cancellations received on or before 
April 24, 2009. Cancellations received after April 24 and on or before May 1, 
2009, will receive a refund, less a $50 processing fee. Cancellations made after 
May 1 will not receive a refund, but the course materials on CD-ROM and a 
$100 certificate good for any DRI seminar within the next 12 months will be 
issued. All cancellations and requests for refunds must be made in writing. Fax to 
DRI’s Accounting Department at 312.795.0747. All refunds will be mailed within 
four weeks after the date of the conference. Substitutions may be made at any 
time without charge and must be submitted in writing.

course Materials
In order to better serve and satisfy the numerous requests from our membership, 
DRI will mail the course materials to all registrants in CD-ROM format 12 days  
in advance of the seminar. You can order additional copies by checking the 
appropriate box on the registration form on the back of this brochure or ordering 
online at www.dri.org.
Sponsored by Sedgwick Detert Moran & Arnold LLP

Supplemental Materials
Recommended supplemental material for this seminar is  Trade Secrets and Agree-
ments Not to Compete: A State-by-State Compendium from DRI’s Defense Library 
Series. Order your copy by checking the appropriate box on the registration form 
on the back of this brochure. You can also view the entire list of DRI publications 
offerings and make purchases online at www.dri.org.

Hotel Accommodations
A limited number of discounted hotel rooms have been made available at the 
Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers, 811 7th Avenue on 53rd Street, New York,  
New York 10019. For reservations, contact the hotel at 888.627.7067. Please 
mention DRI’s Drug and Medical Device Seminar to take advantage of the 
group rate of $319 Single/Double. The hotel block is limited and rooms and rates 
are available on a first-come, first-served basis. You must make reservations by 
April 15, 2009, to be eligible for the group rate. Requests for reservations made 
after April 15 are subject to room and rate availability.

Travel Discounts
DRI offers discounted meeting fares on various major air carriers for DRI’s 
Drug and Medical Device Seminar attendees.  To receive these discounts, please 
contact Hobson Travel Ltd., DRI’s official travel provider at 800.538.7464.  
As always, to obtain the lowest available fares, early booking is recommended.

Flyers
Sponsored by Stites & Harbison PLLC and Winston & Strawn LLP
See your attendee packet on-site for information on these sponsors.

Hotel key card
Sponsored by Gonzalez Saggio & Harlan LLP

The taping or recording of DRI seminars is prohibited without the written 
permission of DRI.

Speakers and times may be subject to last-minute changes.

DRI policy provides there will be no group functions sponsored by others in connec-
tion with its seminars.
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DRI WISHES To THANk oUR SpoNSoRS 
FoR THEIR SUppoRT AT THIS YEAR’S SEMINAR!
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FAcULTY

Mark S. Cheffo is a partner at Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom LLP in  
New York City. He represents defendants in product liability, insurance and mass 
torts litigation, serving as national coordinating and trial counsel. Mr. Cheffo has 
represented manufacturers of pharmaceuticals and medical devices, designers of 
bioengineered agricultural products, and sellers of consumer and industrial products. 
He serves as national counsel in a number of products cases, including litigation 
involving the world’s most prescribed cholesterol medicine, and represents a major 
biotech company in its MDL consumer fraud litigation.

Ellen L. Darling is a partner with Snell & Wilmer LLP’s Orange County, California 
office where she represents manufacturers in product liability litigation involving 
pharmaceuticals and medical devices. In addition, Ms. Darling represents health care 
providers and lab companies in medical malpractice cases. In 2004, Ms. Darling was 
recognized by the Daily Journal for her role in a case cited as one of the top 10 defense 
verdicts in California. 

Michael W. Davis heads Sidley Austin LLP’s product liability and mass torts 
practice in Chicago and chairs DRI’s Drug and Medical Device Committee.  
Mr. Davis engages in the nationwide defense of product liability claims involving 
pharmaceuticals, chemicals, consumer and food products. He is recognized as a lead-
ing product liability lawyer by the American Research Corporation, Chambers USA: 
America’s Leading Lawyers for Business—The Client’s Guide, The International Who’s 
Who Legal of Business Lawyers, The Legal 500, and the PLC Cross-Border Life Sciences 
Handbook, Which Lawyer.  

Terry Christovich Gay is a partner with Christovich & Kearney LLP in New Orleans. 
Her practice focus is drug and medical device litigation, mass torts and complex 
litigation. She is a member of and has held leadership positions with numerous 
professional organizations, including DRI, the Louisiana State Bar Association, the 
Louisiana Association of Defense Counsel, the New Orleans Association of Defense 
Counsel and the IADC. Ms. Gay is listed in The Best Lawyers in America, Louisiana 
Super Lawyers, and The International Who’s Who of Business Lawyers. 

Charles P. Goodell, Jr. is one of the founding partners of Goodell DeVries Leech 
& Dann LLP in Baltimore.  He has over 30 years of experience in product and  
pharmaceutical litigation, serving as national, regional, and trial counsel. Mr. Goodell 
has argued cases in the Third, Fourth, Sixth and Ninth Circuits.  He has tried 
pharmaceutical cases involving blood products, diabetes medications, mechanical 
heart valves and hormone replacement therapy in various U.S. jurisdictions and has 
extensive experience with FDA regulation of pharmaceuticals.   

Patricia Hastings, Ph.D., of R&D Strategic Solutions in St. Petersburg, Florida 
has extensive research credentials in the areas of social psychology and the law. 
Dr. Hastings specializes in the study of jury decision-making in both applied and aca-
demic settings. Her focus is identifying the decision process used by decision-makers  
(e.g., jurors, judges) in complex legal matters and to assist clients in applying that 
knowledge to strategic persuasive communications. Dr. Hastings also spends much  
of her time helping witnesses to become effective communicators during deposition 
and/or trial. 

Walter T. Johnson is a partner with Watkins and Eager PLLC in Jackson, Missis-
sippi. Mr. Johnson is a trial lawyer and litigator. His practice focuses on the defense 
of complex litigation and catastrophic injury cases. Mr. Johnson has substantial 
experience representing major corporations in both state and federal courts and is a 
member of DRI, the American Board of Trial Advocates, the ABA, the National Bar 
Association, and the Charles Clark American Inns of Court.

Heidi L. Levine is a partner with DLA Piper’s global litigation practice in  New 
York City. Ms. Levine co-chairs the firm’s New York mass torts practice group and 
its national women’s initiative. Her practice emphasis is pharmaceutical and medical 
device defense. Ms. Levine has significant dispute resolution experience, and she 
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counsels clients on global regulatory and marketing issues. In 2008, Ms. Levine was 
recognized in The International Who’s Who of Life Sciences Lawyers and in New York’s 
Super Lawyers for personal injury defense. 

Maurits J.F. Lugard is a partner in Sidley Austin LLP’s Brussels office, where he 
leads the EU Life Sciences Regulatory team. He advises on a variety of EU life sci-
ences regulatory issues involving food, drugs, medical devices, cosmetics, biotechnol-
ogy and chemicals. Prior to entering private practice, Mr. Lugard gained substantial 
regulatory experience with the European Commission, spending three years with its 
Legal Service and six with its Directorate-General for Enterprise.

Gordon McKee is a partner in the Toronto, Ontario office of Blake Cassels & 
Graydon LLP. As lead counsel, he defends multinational drug and medical device 
manufacturers in Ontario, in both class actions and serious, individual claims.  
Mr. McKee also acts as Canadian national counsel, managing litigation across the 
country. He is regularly consulted on product warnings and recalls, is recognized in 
Canadian and international directories as a leading product liability and class action 
lawyer and is certified as a specialist in civil litigation.

Kenneth A. Murphy is a partner and vice-chair of Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP’s 
product liability and mass tort practice group in Philadelphia. He defends product 
liability and other tort claims, including unfair trade practice and off-label promotion 
claims for pharmaceutical companies and other commercial entities. A member of 
DRI and IADC, Mr. Murphy also belongs to the National Bar Association Commer-
cial Law Section, the Minority Corporate Counsel Association and the Philadelphia 
Bar Association’s Judicial Selection and Retention Commission. He is past president 
of the Barristers Association of Philadelphia. 

Albert P. Parker II is the senior vice president and chief counsel of global pharma-
ceuticals business with Wyeth Pharmaceuticals Inc. in Collegeville, Pennsylvania.  
Mr. Parker is responsible for providing and coordinating legal support across the 
global pharmaceutical operations of the company. Prior to joining Wyeth, Mr. Parker 
was assistant general counsel, corporate litigation with Warner-Lambert, and a partner 
with Schnader Harrison Segal and Lewis in Philadelphia. 

Wayne L. Pines, with APCO Worldwide in Washington, D.C., consults on FDA 
issues. Mr. Pines specializes in crisis management, media relations, and regulatory 
counseling, especially the regulation of promotional materials and the FDA’s product 
approval processes. He has served as an expert on FDA-related issues, as well as on the 
design of legal notice programs. Mr. Pines previously was associate commissioner for 
public affairs with the FDA. He serves as chairman of the Medstar Research Institute 
and as president of the Alliance for a Stronger FDA.    

Timothy A. Pratt has been executive vice president, secretary and general counsel 
with Boston Scientific Corporation since May 2008. Mr. Pratt is responsible for 
worldwide management of all legal functions, in addition to global compliance, global 
regulatory affairs and government affairs.  Previously, he worked for an international 
law firm, where he defended national pharmaceutical and medical device litigation 
and toxic tort cases.  Mr. Pratt has been recognized in numerous professional directories 
and serves on the board of the FDCC.  

Lyn P. Pruitt is a partner with Mitchell Williams Selig Gates & Woodyard PLLC in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. Ms. Pruitt practices in the areas of drug and device litigation, 
product liability, class actions and mass torts, as defense counsel on national trial 
teams in pharmaceutical and medical products cases and as lead counsel in national 
and statewide class actions in federal and state courts. A member of DRI’s Drug and 
Medical Device Committee, the IADC, and other professional organizations, she has 
been recognized in the numerous professional directories. 

William F. Ray is a member of Watkins & Eager PLLC in Jackson, Mississippi.  
He is the chair of DRI’s Law Institute and a former chair of its Commercial Litigation 
Committee. Mr. Ray’s practice focuses on commercial litigation and arbitration, 
including securities and financial services cases, and the defense of life, health and 
disability insurers in policy disputes and sales practices litigation.

11
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Paulette R. Robinette, Ph.D., is founder and president of JurySync in Olathe, 
Kansas, one of the nation’s most respected litigation consulting firms with extensive 
experience in pharmaceutical and medical device litigation. Dr. Robinette applies her 
specialized training in communication strategies and the psychology of jury decision-
making to developing messages that resonate with and persuade deciders of fact. Her 
consulting practice includes theory/theme development, witness preparation and jury 
selection, along with the design and implementation of fully integrated jury research 
programs. 

James P. Rouhandeh is a partner with Davis Polk & Wardwell in New York City. 
He represents pharmaceutical and other clients in matters typically involving parallel 
criminal, civil and regulatory proceedings.  His practice includes representation of 
clients in grand jury and regulatory investigations, as well as complex civil litigation, 
including class action securities and consumer fraud litigation, cases brought under 
RICO, and other cases involving allegations of fraud.  

Scott W. Sayler is a partner with Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP in Kansas City, 
Missouri. Mr. Sayler defends pharmaceutical and medical device manufacturers in 
product liability and commercial litigation, serving as national, regional or trial coun-
sel in litigation involving anti-seizure, diabetes and anesthesia drugs, contraceptives, 
ophthalmic products, prostaglandins, statins, and other pharmaceuticals and medical 
devices. Mr. Sayler is a member of DRI’s Drug and Medical Device Committee and 
the seminar program chair. He is recognized as a leading attorney in numerous profes-
sional directories. 

David R. Schmahmann is special projects counsel with Johnson & Johnson in 
Brookline, Massachusetts, overseeing a wide range of drug and device cases involving 
artificial hips, knees, discs, spine stabilization hardware, surgical instruments contra-
ceptives, anti-infectives, NSAIDs, and OTC products. Previously an associate and 
then a partner with Nutter McClennen and Fish in Boston (1980-2002), he concur-
rently served as counsel to Russin and Vecchi in Rangoon, Burma.  Mr. Schmahmann 
has published on a variety of legal topics.  

James C. Stansel is currently counselor to Michael O. Leavitt, Secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), in connection with health policy. 
He served as acting general counsel of HHS from January 1, 2008 to May 8, 2008.  
After graduation from law school, Mr. Stansel clerked for the Honorable Stephen H. 
Anderson of the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit.  Mr. Stansel 
graduated from Yale Law School (1997), where he was a senior editor of the Yale Law 
Journal.   

Daniel J. Thomasch is a partner in the New York City office of Orrick Herrington 
& Sutcliffe LLP. Mr. Thomasch’s practice focuses on the trial of complex product 
liability and patent infringement actions. Mr. Thomasch has substantial experience  
in litigating and trying cases involving organic chemistry, recombinant DNA technol-
ogy, microbiology, statistics and epidemiology, immunology and the design of drugs, 
vaccines, and medical devices.  He has served as national and regional trial counsel  
in a number of mass torts.

J. Carter Thompson, Jr. is a shareholder at Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & 
Berkowitz PC in Jackson, Mississippi, where he serves as co-chair of the firm’s drug, 
medical device and bioscience industry group. Mr. Thompson’s practice focuses on 
national, regional, and local defense of drug and medical device cases. He is a member 
of the Product Liability Advisory Council, DRI’s Drug and Medical Device Com-
mittee’s steering committee, and the FDCC. Mr. Thompson is recognized in The Best 
Lawyers in America, Chambers USA, and Mid-South Super Lawyers. 

Daniel E. Troy is senior vice president and general counsel with GlaxoSmithKline. 
Mr. Troy was formerly chief counsel for the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA), where he served as a primary liaison to the White House and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (HHS). He was also previously a partner at  
Sidley Austin LLP’s Washington, D.C. office, where he represented pharmaceutical 
companies and trade associations on matters related to the FDA and government 
regulations. 
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Chilton Varner of Atlanta became King & Spalding LLP’s first female litigation 
partner in 1983. She is the senior partner in the firm’s product liability practice.  
Ms. Varner serves as national trial and appellate counsel for a variety of corporate 
clients in product liability, business litigation, regulatory investigations, as well as 
counsels on questions of attorney-client privilege and work product. She serves on 
the Advisory Committee on the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and is an American 
College of Trial Lawyers Fellow, also serving on its board of regents. 

Malcolm E. Wheeler is a partner with Wheeler Trigg Kennedy LLP in Denver.  
He specializes in complex and class action business and product liability litigation.  
As national coordinating trial counsel for Fortune 500 companies in the pharmaceuti-
cal, medical device, automotive, and appliance industries, Mr. Wheeler argues cases 
in trial and appellate courts nationally, including the Geier case in the U.S. Supreme 
Court. He is an American College of Trial Lawyers Fellow and was named one of the 
four leading product liability lawyers by Chambers USA (2007). 

Michael E. Wiklund, PE, CHFP, is president of Wiklund Research & Design Inc., 
a consulting firm in Concord, Massachusetts, specializing in the design of safe,  
usable and satisfying medical devices. A board certified human factors professional, 
Mr. Wiklund has authored several books and over 50 articles on the design of 
user-friendly technology and contributed to both AAMI’s and IEC’s human factors 
standards for medical devices. In 2003, MD&DI magazine named him one of the 
“100 Notable People” in the medical industry. 

Gene M. Williams is the managing partner of the Houston office of Shook Hardy  
& Bacon LLP and a member of the firm’s executive committee. Mr. Williams defends 
toxic tort, medical malpractice, pharmaceutical and medical device cases and repre-
sents businesses in complex business and intellectual property litigation. He  
acts as national and regional counsel for several major pharmaceutical concerns and 
heads national trial teams. Mr. Williams is a member of the American Board of  
Trial Advocates and has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America. 

Raymond M. Williams is a partner in the product liability and toxic torts practice 
group of DLA Piper’s Philadelphia office.  Mr. Williams focuses his practice on 
complex product liability litigation, with an emphasis on pharmaceutical and 
medical device matters.  He has first-chair jury trial and extensive pre-trial litigation 
experience.  Mr. Williams currently chairs DRI’s Diversity Committee and is an 
active member of the Philadelphia Diversity Law Group, where he chairs the strategic 
planning subcommittee.  

Lisa Martinez Wolmart is a legal director of Schering-Plough Corporation in 
Kenilworth, New Jersey, with responsibility for managing product liability and 
complex commercial litigation. Prior to joining Schering-Plough, Ms. Wolmart was 
a partner with Pitney Hardin LLP, now Day Pitney LLP of Morristown, New Jersey. 
Ms. Wolmart chairs Schering-Plough’s Hispanic colleague network. 

DIvERSITY AND INcLUSIoN IN DRI: A STATEMENT oF pRINcIpLE

DRI is the largest international membership 
organization of attorneys defending the interests 
of business and individuals in civil litigation. 
Diversity is a core value at DRI. Indeed, diversity 

is fundamental to the success of the organization, and we seek out and 
embrace the innumerable benefits and contributions that the perspec-
tives, backgrounds, cultures, and life experiences a diverse membership 
provides. Inclusiveness is the chief means to increase the diversity of 
DRI’s membership and leadership positions. DRI’s members and poten-
tial leaders are often also members and leaders of other defense organiza-
tions. Accordingly, DRI encourages all national, state, and local defense 
organizations to promote diversity and inclusion in their membership 
and leadership.
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2009 DRI SEMINAR ScHEDULE

January 28–30 Civil Rights and Governmental Tort Liability
The Ritz-Carlton New Orleans, New Orleans, LA

March 5–6 Sharing Success—A Seminar for Women Lawyers
Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel, Santa Monica, CA

March 11–13 Medical Liability and Health Care Law
Walt Disney World Dolphin, Lake Buena Vista, FL

March 18–20 Damages
Bellagio, Las Vegas, NV

March 19–20 Toxic Torts and Environmental Law
Arizona Biltmore, Phoenix, AZ

April 1–3 Insurance Coverage and Claims Institute
The Westin Michigan Avenue Chicago, Chicago, IL

April 15–17 Product Liability Conference
Hilton San Diego Bayfront, San Diego, CA

April 22–24 Commercial Litigation
Wyndham Chicago, Chicago, IL

April 22–24 Life, Health, Disability and ERISA Claims
Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers, New York, NY

April 30–May 1 Employment Law
JW Marriott Orlando, Grande Lakes, Orlando, FL

May 7–8 Electronic Discovery
Hilton New York, New York, NY

May 13–14 Culture Clash! Data Protection, Freedom of 
Information and Discovery–How to Protect Your 
Business in Transnational Disputes
Hotel Vier Jahreszeiten Kempinski, Munich, Germany

May 14–15 Drug and Medical Device Litigation
Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers, New York, NY

June 4–5 Young Lawyers
Caesars Palace, Las Vegas, NV

June 11–12 Diversity for Success
Swissôtel, Chicago, IL

June 18–19 Bad Faith
Seaport Hotel, Boston, MA

August 17–18 DRI’s National Workers’ Compensation Review
Orlando World Center Marriott, Orlando, FL

September 10–11 Construction Law
The Palace Hotel, San Francisco, CA

September 10–11 Nursing Home/ALF Litigation
The Westin Kierland, Scottsdale, AZ

September 24–25 Strictly Automotive
Hilton La Jolla Torrey Pines, La Jolla, CA

October 7–11 DRI Annual Meeting
Sheraton Chicago Hotel & Towers, Chicago, IL

November 5–6 Appellate Advocacy
Hilton La Jolla Torrey Pines, La Jolla, CA

November 12–13 Asbestos Medicine
Fontainebleau Miami Beach, Miami, FL

December 3–4 Insurance Coverage and Practice
Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers, New York, NY

  MeMbership ApplicAtion
This application/registration form for first-time members only—all other registrants please use reverse side.

Member 
category

 Defense Attorney—$225 USD/year
 Government Attorney—$160 USD/year
 Young Lawyer*—$130 USD/year (admitted to the Bar for five years or less)
 Law Student—$20 USD/year

 Male  Female

Name Title

Name as you would like it to appear on badge

Company/Firm/Law School

Address

City

State/Province Zip/Post Code

Country

Telephone Fax

Email

Is this the first time you are attending this DRI seminar?  Yes  No

First time admitted to the Bar in 
state/province month/day/year bar number

 In-house counsel (as defined below**)

I am a member of a state or local defense organization.  Yes  No

Name of organization 

Primary area of practice Number of attorneys in your firm

 African American  Asian American  Hispanic
 Native American  Caucasian  Other 

Referred by (Name of referring DRI Member attorney, if applicable)

To the extent that I engage in personal injury litigation, I DO NOT, for the most part, represent  
plaintiffs. I have read the above and hereby make application for individual membership.

Signature Date
All applications must be signed and dated.

registration/Application Fees
Seminar Registration:  $895 [Member] 

 $ 00 [Government DRI Member] 

 

$0

 

[Law Student DRI Member]

Membership (check one):  $225 [Defense Attorney] 
 $160 [Government Attorney] 
 $130* [Young Lawyer] 
 $20 [Law Student]

 Total:  

payment Method
 My check for  (USD) is enclosed.
 Please charge my  VISA  MasterCard  American Express.

 
Card # Exp. Date

Signature as it appears on card
Please remit payment by mail to: Please remit payment by courier to: 
DRI, 72225 Eagle Way JP Morgan, Attn: DRI—#72225 
Chicago, IL 60678-7252 131 S. Dearborn—6th Floor, Chicago, IL 60603
Phone: (312) 795-1101 n Fax: (312) 795-0749 n Email: membership@dri.org n www.dri.org 

DRI is committed to the principle of diversity in its membership and leadership. Accordingly, 
applicants are invited to indicate which one of the following may best describe them:

Date of Birth Month/Day/Yearo
p

t
io

n
A

l

 * Those eligible for Young Law-
yer membership will receive 
a certificate for one free sem-
inar when they join.

 ** In-house counsel is defined 
as a licensed attorney who 
is employed exclusively for a 
corporation or other private 
sector organization for the 
purpose of providing legal 
representation and counsel 
only to that corporation, its 
affiliates and subsidiaries.

Join Dri now and register at the member rate—a $130 savings!

$40 [Wo�� men,s Networking Luncheon]

6

$40 [Diversity Luncheon]
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